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from the Johnson Mill and Burgentine Lake areas. 
 

A Youth Rifle Hunt was held from Dec. 20-21, 2009. The Refuge partnered 
with the Texas Wildlife Association to hold a hunt for white-tailed deer and 
feral hogs on the Tatton Unit. Refuge Bio Tech Jeremy Edwardson and his 
father were hunt masters. Seven youth with an accompanying parent partici-
pated. Two bucks, 3 does and 1 hog were harvested. The largest buck was an 
8 point, 3.5 years old, weighing 90 lbs. The hog was a large 82 lb. boar. At-
tendees stayed overnight in the Youth Environmental Education Area camp-
ground. Youth not only hunt, but also participate in environmental education 
activities and hunter education where they learn about the Fish and Wildlife 
Service and National Wildlife Refuges along with good sportsmanship and 

hunting tips and techniques. 

As we go to press, the second Youth Rifle Hunt was just completed on Mata-

gorda Island.  This was also held in cooperation with the Texas Wildlife Asso-

ciation.  Ten youth with a parent spent a frigid weekend on the Island. 

An Archery Hunt for white-tailed deer and feral hogs was held from Octo-
ber 3-11, 2009. 240 permits were issued for the 9-day hunt. 30 hunt re-

funds were submitted due to the closing of the Refuge on Oct. 3 and the 
morning of Oct. 4 due to a wildfire. By the end of the hunt, 5 bucks, 5 does 
and 12 hogs had been harvested. The largest rack was a 3.5 year old 8 pt. 
buck weighing 60 lbs. and the heaviest was a 5.5 year old 6 pt. buck weigh-
ing 95 lbs. The largest hog was an 80 lb. boar taken from East Shore Rd. 
area. Hunter Brandon Strelczyk was the winner of the archery hog contest 
with a harvest of 2 hogs from the Point Pasture area.  
 
Rifle Hunts for white-tailed deer and feral hogs were held on four weekends 
in Nov. and Dec. 372 permits were issued for the Rifle Hunts. 37 bucks, 43 
does (total deer 80) and 26 hogs were harvested. The largest rack was a 
3.5 year old 10 pt. buck weighing 85 lbs. and taken from the Burgentine 
Lake area. The heaviest were two 8 pt. bucks aged at 4.5 years and weigh-
ing 96 lbs. each. These were harvested from the Burgentine Lake and 
Walker Mill areas. There were fourteen 8 pt. bucks harvested. Hunter Daniel 
Salinas was the winner of the rifle hog contest with a harvest of 3 hogs 

Aransas NWR Hunt Results for the 2009 Season 

Youth hunter and parent studying wild-

life skins in the Visitor Center. 
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